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In 1967 the Toronto Maple Leafs won the Stanley Cup in a stunning defeat of the mighty Montreal

Canadiens in Canadaâ€™s centennial year. Thirty-nine years later (and counting), no other Leaf

team has been able to do it again. As the years pass, the legend grows. The men who were the

Leafs in 1967--a scrappy group of aging players and unsung youngsters--were the kings of this

universe, the last hockey heroes to skate in the world's most important hockey city. They were the

men with the right stuff who enjoyed the perks and privileges that went with it.Sixty-Seven is not just

another hockey book about that legendary team, but a unique and total look at the contradictions,

the legends, the shame and the glory of '67. Within five years of that '67 victory, two key members

of the team, Tim Horton and Terry Sawchuk, would be dead due to alcohol and drug-related issues.

The man who had succeeded Smythe as King of Carlton Street, Harold Ballard, was in jail. The

seeds of what would become a horrifying pedophile scandal a quarter-century later were being

planted. All that had been built up over the course of decades was in the process of being torn

down.Sixty-Seven will tell previously untold stories, funny and tragic, from the inside of that

unforgettable dressing room. And beyond the story of the team, it will tell the story of the times, a

time of innocence before Vietnam and Watergate, the last year of the Original Six-Team NHL, and

the last gasp of the hockey dynasty built by the legendary Conn Smythe. The story of Sixty-Seven

extends well beyond that of a hockey team that found a way to win.
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Damien Cox and Gord Stellick are both well-known within the hockey world, and both are intimately



associated with the Leafs (Cox as one of the country's top 3 newspaper columnists based in

Toronto, Stellick a former GM and current broadcaster). However, neither of these men are blatent

"fans" of the team (unlike, for example, Don Cherry), so this book reads as impartial and balanced.

In fact, while praising most of the players, the authors are downright critical of the management of

the team. The overall thesis of the book is that the Leafs win in '67 caused the team's administration

to remain buried in outdated managerial styles, when the game was fundamentally

changing.Basically, this book is more about the seismic shift in hockey that took place in the late

'60s. Bobby Orr was revolutionising the position of defense, Alan Eagleson took up the union torch

that Ted Lindsay failed to light, and the league doubled in size (which also caused teams to start

looking to Europe for players). Against this backdrop, the Leafs were the last of the old-time teams.

Management (and some players) was bitterly opposed to the union. In addition, corruption and

nepotism surrounded the team, especially with regards to the junior system (the Rochester

Americans farm team was more profitable than the Leafs, so that team was sometimes stacked at

the expense of the Leafs). It is the conclusion that the Leafs management - especially Ballard,

Stafford Smythe, and coach/GM Punch Imlach - destroyed the Leafs proud heritage through hubris

and occasionally criminal activity, from which the team has yet to fully recover.The book does, of

course, cover the Stanley Cup playoffs for the '66-67 season on a game-by-game bases (the Leafs

played 12 games in total), which act as chapter intermissions.
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